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Move over, chintzy
cottages. Self-catering

holiday lets are being
transformed into
ultra-fashionable

retreats with luxury
services laid on

Thanks to a new wave of slick boutique hotels, weekends by the

sea have never been so fashionable. But what if you want more than just a weekend? Do
you have to sacrifice the crisp, white linen. super-fluffy towels and sexy. sleek bathrooms of

the hotel for the humble offerings of the holiday cottage? Not any more. Dotted around the

British coastline are the beginnings of a revolution - self-catering is getting a makeover.
·We call it a lair with flair," says Jean Cockerill, owner of The Northumberland House.

a beautiful. new-build. sandstone and slate farmhouse with uninterrupted views over the

Heritage Coast near Alnwkk. The stOfY of The Northumberland House is fit for (In episode
of Grand Designs. and its interior would tIit happily in the hippest of hotels.. F1<IgstOlles cover
the ground floor. light from the sash windows plays on the chalk-coloured walls, and while the
funlcy chandelier adds glamour. the under-floor heating obligingly warms your toes. White
bed linen. berry-<Oloured cushiOns and throws of sumptuous fabrics., coupled with sheep­

skin rugs. add to the sense of luxury In the bedrooms. -We wanted to create somewhere that
was spacious and light. whil~ feeling watTIl and welcoming." .lean says. These qualities swayed

the judges of the Enjoy England Awards fClt' Excellence 2006, who made The NorthumberI¥KI
House a matist. recognising that Jean and Mike had "SPOtted a gap in the market":

The Northumberland House comes with an optiOnal in-house chef from 001 COffll<llly

Fresh Element. john Philipson. Judge of Lut year's Excellence in England AWilI"ds,~ that
extra seMc:e5 ~h as this are bodg1ng the divide between the hotel and the self-catering
experience. "People en;oy the flexibility of self-Ciltf.>fWlg t>ecausoe they can choose wheo and
how to be served" he says.. "By offt'ring Iux\XY services. such as shopping. an in-house chef
and a OVD librowy. holiday leU~ opening themselves up to a wider audience:

Awhole specmm of optiOnal extras is the defning featue of Susie and W.l Oaniel"s arealc·
water Holidays~. Based in the Voct~ ~aside town of Bode. f'lOl'thC~ they






